
“This Chur ch of Ours Is Open to All. There Will Be No Outcasts. ”
Edmond Browning, Former Presiding Bishop, Episcopal Chur ch

Welcoming Churches

Quotes from the NIV Bible:

Sharewith God’s peoplewhoarein need.Practicehospitality.
Romans12:13

���

OnceagainJesuswent out besidethe lake. A large crowd cameto him, andhe beganto teach
them.

���

As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeussitting at the tax collector’s booth.
“Follow me,” Jesustold him, andLevi gotupandfollowedhim.
���

While Jesuswashaving dinnerat Levi’s house,many tax collectorsand“sinners” wereeating
with him andhisdisciples,for thereweremany who followedhim.

���

Whentheteachersof thelaw
who werePhariseessaw him eatingwith the“sinners”andtax collectors,they askedhis disciples:
“Why doesheeatwith taxcollectorsand‘sinners’?”
���

On hearingthis, Jesussaidto them,“It is not thehealthywho needa doctor, but thesick. I have
notcometo call therighteous,but sinners.”
Mark 2:13-17

Offer hospitalityto oneanotherwithoutgrumbling.
1 Peter4:9

But thePhariseesandtheteachersof thelaw muttered,“This manwelcomessinnersandeatswith
them.”
Luke 15:2

For two wholeyearsPaul stayedtherein his own rentedhouseandwelcomedall who cameto see
him.
Acts28:30

Eventhoughmy illnesswasatrial to you,youdid nottreatmewith contemptor scorn.Instead,you
welcomedmeasif I wereanangelof God,asif I wereChristJesushimself.
Galatians4:14
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Quotes from episcopallife closerlook: this month’s in-depth report:
(http://www.episcopalchurch.org/episcopal-life/)

... makingnewcomersfeelwelcomebeginsthemomenta visitor arrivesat thedoor.

Liturgical churchesareananomalyfor mostpeoplein theUnitedStates.... mostvisitorswhowalk
into Episcopalchurchesarenot traditionalEpiscopalians.Theimagethey getaboutChristianity, in
general,is from their televangelist.Sincewe arenot like that,peopleareconfused.Soto welcome
peopleinto ourmidst,wehave abig job to do.

Therealdifferencebetweena welcomingcongregationanda non-welcomingcongregationis pri-
marily whetherthey aretherefor themselvesor for thevisitor. We needto realizethatwe put up a
lot of hurdles,evenwhenwe aretrying to befriendly. We usea lot of ‘code’ language;we do our
liturgy for ourselvesandnot for ourvisitors.

Welcomingnewcomers[in onechurch] is part of an intentional,well-developedmethodthat ac-
quaintsvisitorswith thechurchandencouragestheir participation.It beginswith somecorevalues
of theparish.Theissueof hospitalityis anintentionalmindsetin theparish.

The parish’s missionstatementaffirms the “valueof inclusionanddiversity.” “We areactive in
justicework in thecommunityandhave aprogressive agenda.Peoplecomeherefor that.”

Ourgoalis to properlywelcomeandfurtherintegrate[visitors] into thechurchfamily, andtheway
thatwearemostsuccessfulin integratingthemis by gettingthemhookedupwith activities thatthe
churchis doing... thataremorethancoffeehour.

Don’t call them“visitors.” Accordingto Webster, a visitor is “...a personwho residestemporarily;
onewhogoesor comesto inspect.” May I suggestyouusetheword “guest”— apersonwelcomed
into one’s house;to whom hospitalityis extended.Why not stopbeinga “greeter”— “one who
meetsor extendswelcomein a specifiedmanner,” and becomea host — “one who receives or
entertainssocially.”
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