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The University of Texas at San Antonio
Division of Computer Science

San Antonio, Texas 78249

CS 1713, Introduction to Computer Science
Spring Semester, 1998

Course Information
Course: CS1713-001,Introductionto ComputerScience.
Times, Places, Dates:

Section003TR 9:30–10:45am,3.04.20HSS.
(Studentsmustalsotake:

CS1711-003,TR 8:00–8:50am,3.04.20HSS.
First classmeetsTuesday, January13,1998.
Finalexam:Monday, May 4, 10:30–1:15pm.)

Instructor:
NealR. Wagner, Office: 3.02.16SB,Telephone:(210)458-5550.

E-mail: wagner@cs.utsa.edu,wagner@runner.utsa.edu
Web-page:http://www.cs.utsa.edu/faculty/wagner.html

Course Description:
FromtheUTSA Catalog:Introduction to basic concepts of computer science. Functional
components of computers, data representation, problem solving methods, algorithm devel-
opment, and programming using a high-level programming language. In practice,a lot of
coursetimewill bespenton theC languageandon theUnix operatingsystem.

Prerequisites: MAT 1093,Precalculus.
The prerequisite MAT 1093 is strictly required. In particular, you shouldbefamiliar with
logarithms,exponentials,andtrigonometricfunctions.

This courseis intendedfor computersciencemajors,prospective computersciencema-
jors, andotherswho want the challengeof our mostdifficult introductoryprogramming
class. Previous programmingexperienceis not required,but evenscience-orientedcom-
putersciencemajorsoften find the coursedifficult andtime-consuming.Thereareother
introductorycomputercoursesfor othermajors,suchasengineering(CS 2073),life sci-
ences(CS1073),andeducationandgeneraleducation(CS2083).TheCollegeof Business
alsohasintroductorycourses.

Textbooks (required):

1. The Art of Programming: Computer Science with C, by Steven C. Lawlor, West,
1996.

2. Unix System V: A Practical Guide, 3rd Edition, by Mark G. Sobell, Benjamin-
Cummings,1995.

Course Requirements (with tentative percentages of grade):
Programming(45%of grade):Therewill beup to elevenprogrammingassignments,each
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handedout oneor two weeksbeforethe duedate. Thesemustbewell-documented,in a
way which will beexplainedin class.Initially you will turn in a singlelisting giving the
sourceprogramandany requiredoutput.Note: Theprogrammingassignmentsareabasic
courserequirement,like engineeringlab work, andnot at all like homework in a calculus
class.You must completemostof theprogramsin orderto passthecourse.

Two In-classExams(15% of gradeeach,or 30%total) andFinal Exam(25% of grade):
Thefinal will benearlytwice thelengthof theotherexams.

Laboratories:
ThelaboratorymeetsTuesdayandThursdayat8am.All studentsshouldshow upfor each
Tuesdaylab. Therewill bepresentations,requiredwork, quizzes,questionsanswered,etc.
Studentswho do not completeall the work or have further questionsshouldcometo the
Thursdaylabsessionfor additionalhelp.

Late Assignments:
For full credit,programmingassignmentsmustbecompletedandturnedin at thestartof
classon theThursdayshown in theSyllabus. If this deadlineis missed,thenassignments
maybeturnedin at thestartof classon thenext Tuesdayandwill receive a 25%penalty.
Assignmentsshouldonly be turnedin at the startof classon Thursdayor the following
Tuesday, and not betweenclasses.Answerswill often be provided during classon the
Tuesdayafter theassignmentis due,sothey cannotbeacceptedafter thestartof classon
Tuesday.

It is importantthatyou startwork on eachassignmentearlyenoughsothatyou cancom-
pleteit on time. Thematerialfrom theseassignmentsbuildsonconceptslearnedin earlier
assignments.Onceastudentfallsbehindin thiscourse,it is difficult to catchup.

Scholastic Dishonesty:
Fromthe UTSA Catalog:The integrity of a university degree depends on the integrity of
the work done for that degree by each student. The University expects a student to maintain
a high standard of individual honor in his/her scholastic work.

Scholastic dishonesty: includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a test or other class work,
plagiarism (the appropriation of another’s work and the unacknowledged incorporation of
that work in one’s own written work offered for credit), and collusion (the unauthorized
collaboration with another person in preparing course work offered for credit).

In practice,for this course,you may discussassignmentsin generalterms,but you are
not allowed to shareany detailsof actualalgorithmsor of programcode. You may help
someoneelsedebugtheirprogramaslongasyoudonotstartsubstitutingin yourown code
whenthereareproblems.Turningin a copy of someoneelse’s program,evena copy with
extensivechangesmadeto it, is averyseriousoffensein thiscourse.

Missed Classes:
You areurgedto getto know otherclassmemberssothatyou canfind out whathappened
in classif youhave to miss.


